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My name is Brandon Perry, and I am a secondary education major with a focus in history. I aim 
to become a high school teacher who hopefully teaches a subject focusing on the 20th century. 
Whether the subject matter is strictly American history or extended to the world, the 20th century 
has always struck prominent to me. My interests expand to cross country running and cycling. I 
have participated in cross-country running since the 7th grade. Ever since my first competitive 
race, I developed the runner's high and fused that into my personality today. Since my days of 
high school, I had signed 4 death waivers, two for skydiving and two for an obstacle race known 
as Tough Mudder. History is tied with thrill and excitement, as it is never filled with a dull 
moment. Rash decisions and impulsive motives pollute every century. For the unknown never 
being predictable, history will always keep my attention.   
Abstract 
Ideally, civic nationalism in America is defined by a moral obligation that all wish to pursue 
freedom, liberty, and equality. However, according to social and political critics, the role of 
citizenship during the second half of the twentieth century declined as citizens began developing 
a like-minded collective national identity at the expense of traditional individualism. 
 
Economist Friedrich A. Hayek and historian Henry Steele Commager suggested that 
corporations and governmental influence steered citizens away from developing independent 
political voices. Hayek believed American leaders masked their social programs as a "new form 
of slavery,” while Commager lamented the "emergence of new patterns of Americanism" 
modeled after mindless loyalty. Vice President Henry Wallace and sociologist C. Wright Mills 
considered the overall impact this had on post-war America.  Wallace observed how national 
hubris could develop that would prompt Americas to mistakenly assume that it had the "God-
given right to exploit other nations." Mills noted how post-war American culture had created 
dependency, as citizens sought to avoid challenging status quo and, as a result, could be 
considered mindlessly “cheerful robots” eager to stay "within the limits" of American society.  
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